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not have been so full as it is had not some previous notices of 
the work been absolutely misleading. How any one with any 
love for Horace and Vergil and any claim to scholarship can 
read this book and fail to be offended by the slovenly blunders 
that meet one on almost every other page is more than can 
easily be imagined. Charles W. Bain. 



THE BIBLE IN A LITERARY GARB. 

The Modern Reader's Bible. Edited, with an Introduction and Notes, 
by Richard G. Moulton, M.A., Ph.D. New York: The Macmillan Co. 

As we turn over the pages of the handy and neatly bound 
volumes of the "Modern Reader's Bible," edited by Dr. 
Moulton, of the University of Chicago, our thoughts invol- 
untarily revert to Matthew Arnold and to the worthy effort 
which he made in his day to get the English public to read 
and study the Bible as literature. We can not but think that 
he would have thoroughly enjoyed and endorsed the present 
work, for it is a most successful attempt to edit the Bible as 
literature, and is based upon the belief that the natural inter- 
est in the sacred Scriptures is considerably impaired by the 
form in which they are presented. The division into chap- 
ters and verses has apparently tended to destroy the literary 
significance of the Bible, and the failure to distinguish be- 
tween prose and poetry in the King James Version has still 
further obscured the great charm and beauty of Hebrew 
literature. 

Dr. Moulton's work is so arranged that each book of the 
Bible is published in separate form, so as to preserve its indi- 
viduality, as well as to distinguish the different kinds of litera- 
ture represented. For purpose of convenience, the Old Tes- 
tament has been divided into three series — to wit: the "Wis- 
dom Series," in six volumes, comprising Proverbs, Ecclesias- 
ticus, Ecclesiastes (Wisdom of Solomon), the Book of Job, 
Deuteronomy, Biblical Idyls; the "History Series," in five 
volumes, comprising Genesis, the Exodus, the Judges, the 
Kings, the Chronicles; and the "Prophecy Series," in four 
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volumes, comprising Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel 
and the Minor Prophets. Each volume contains an intro- 
duction, which is confined strictly to the consideration of the 
book as literature, together with critical annotations at the 
end, to which is added a valuable reference table, which con- 
nects the arrangement of the present edition with the chap- 
ters and verses of the Bible as usually printed. The text 
used is that of the Revised Version, the marginal readings 
being generally preferred. The whole is presented in a most 
attractive form, and with the separate volumes of what has 
always been regarded as a single book piled upon one's table 
one can not but feel a newly awakened interest in the Scrip- 
tures. The point of view is so fresh and original that the 
Bible is presented in an entirely new light. We have been 
accustomed to think of the Bible in a religious and devotional 
way and have separated it so long from everything Human 
and secular that at first this method of speaking of the Scrip- 
tures as literature gives us a shock of surprise. But upon 
sober reflection one finds one's self asking the question: If God 
vouchsafed to reveal himself to man, would He ignore the lit- 
erary form in which that revelation was made? And if this 
is the case, can we ever hope to understand the Scriptures 
apart from an appreciation of their literary beauty? 

Dr. Moulton, in an essay on the "Bible as Literature," 
shows very clearly that it is only by making the literary form 
a matter of study that we can ever arrive at a proper spiritual 
interpretation. The point which he seeks to impress upon 
the reading public is the undoubted fact that the Bible, what- 
ever more it may be, is an interesting literature; that no ed- 
ucated man can afford to be ignorant of it any more than 
he can afford to be ignorant of the masterpieces of classic 
literature. At a time when men are notoriously ignorant of 
the Bible we can not but feel that Dr. Moulton's work will 
do a great deal to awaken interest and to restore the Scrip- 
tures to their proper place in the moral and intellectual life of 
the nation. We shall look forward with great interest to his 
volumes covering the New Testament. W. A. Guerry. 



